


Qingdao Dragon
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Lizard
8” Long

Butterfl
3.5 Wic?le

Praying mantis
5" Long

The art of making animals from palm fronds has been
passed down from generation to generation in
Southern China. In modern China it has become
something of an artistic anachronism: not many know
the craft. It takes years and much patience to become
proficient. The artisan collects and dries mature palm
fronds from bush-like palm trees that grow in the
hills. He (or she) works on weaving the narrow leaves
for up to an entire day, depending on the animal's
complexity.

All but four of these palm sculptures were made by Hu
Zhigang who first learned from his own father. Hu has
been making palm animals full time for 20 years. His
outstanding work has been featured on TV and been
exhibited at the local museum. Hu lives with his wife
and daughter in Zhejiang Province.

Sustainable and Fair: The production is sustainable, since only select
mature leaves are picked, the tree is not killed. The income is fair

because it is not factory or workshop produced, but from a self
employed artisan.
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